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We have had an
interesting
summer, with a record
amount of rain causing several lakes in
our area to be shut
down because of
the high level of the
lakes. Webster Lake
was close, but there
were no reported homes with water
coming into the dwelling so the DNR
allowed Webster Lake to remain open
for fishing and recreational use. Your
lake association board keeps a close eye
on the water coming from the 114 square
miles of watershed which drain into
Backwater and Webster Lakes. The dam
must be monitored to prevent a washout
of the dam and serious problems for
homeowners.
The fireworks committee did a wonderful job organizing and putting on our
display on July 3. I heard many compliments about this being the best year
ever. The association has already begun
working on the 2016 Fireworks display,
getting contracts signed and pulling
appropriate permits for next year.
The clarity of the water flowing through
Webster Lake has been very good all
summer. We measure the clarity weekly
and record it. We also do studies weekly
with Grace College to measure many
variables and also check for toxins to
make sure the lake remains safe for all to
use.
Continued on page 2.

HISTORY OF MUSKIE IN WEBSTER LAKE
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Webster Lake was chosen as a desirable
lake for muskie in 1978 by the State for
the following reasons:
• The lake is shallow and covers a
large area
• The lake contains an ample aquatic
vegetation cover for a large muskie
habitat
• There were no northern pike in the
lake
• The lake contains a large population
of gizzard chad and small bluegill as
forage fish for muskie
• Webster Lake has a public access site
for use by fishermen

Webster Lake. These eggs are fertilized
and taken to a hatchery where they
develop into fingerlings for continuous
replenishment of the muskie population
in Webster and adjacent lakes. The project
goal is to have five muskie per acre in
Webster Lake.
In the 1980’s and 1990’s, surveys of the
muskie population in Webster Lake
were done in 5 to 10 year intervals. A
comprehensive evaluation of the Webster
Lake total fish population is currently
underway by the DNR.

In 1978, Jed Pearson, State Fishery Biologist, obtained some tiny muskie fry from
a Pennsylvania state hatchery and introduced them experimentally into Webster
Lake. However, due to their small size, it
is believed that none survived.
In 1981, the Michiana Chapter of Muskie
Fishermen requested that an Indiana
lake be selected for the development of
a muskie population. The chapter offered
to pay for the fingerlings obtained from
a private hatchery. Webster Lake was
suggested and approved by the State.
The chapter continued to purchase
muskie fingerlings to stock Webster
Lake in 1982, 1983, and 1984. In l985,
State fishery biologists were able to obtain enough fingerlings from their own
hatchery to take over the stocking. In the
process, State fishery personnel remove
eggs from gravid females and milt from
the males every year in the spring from

Photos courtesy of Webster Lake Guide Service.
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Weeds have been an ongoing problem with most lakes, including Webster, since it was dammed up in 1835 so that the flow
could be used for a mill. Webster Lake is a reservoir and is very
shallow around the edges. There are multiple nutrients coming in
from the watershed which include lawn fertilizers, leaves and
grass clippings, and animal waste which all contribute to an
overgrowth of weeds, algae and duckweed. This is a very complex problem for the homeowners and your association board.
The fishermen have expressed their opinion that they want as
many weeds as possible. The DNR controls the lake and has a
formula that states Webster Lake has to have a certain percentage of weeds because of the type of fish in the lake. The people
who use the lake for recreational purposes want fewer or no
weeds in the lake. Your association board will continue working with the DNR to come up with a compromise that will be
satisfactory to all.
Thank you, Steve Kanney and Jan Osborn, two board members
who have chosen to go off the Board. Both showed a commitment to maintaining and improving the quality of Webster Lake.
All of the members on your lake association board are volunteers with only one goal in mind, and that is to leave the lake
a better place for future generations. It cannot be done without
your help. Thanks to those residents who have paid your
membership dues and have contributed to the invasive weed
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control fund and the fireworks display fund. Those of you
who have not yet paid your 2015 dues, consider completing
the form found in this newsletter and enclose your check.
Together we can make Webster Lake a beautiful, safe and
enjoyable place to be. )
Terry Frederick — President, WLCA

BEING A GOOD STEWARD OF OUR LAKES
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ith fall fast approaching and the leaves starting to come
down, it is time to think about how we dispose of various
types of trash and debris. What are we putting into our lake?
Do you, your neighbors, or your lawn service rake or blow your
leaves or grass clippings into Webster Lake? When you fish, do
you dump live bait or bait boxes and contents into the lake?
Do you push floating weeds back into the lake or into your
next door neighbor’s lakefront? What about emptying your

flower pots and dead blossoms into the lake? What do you do
with animal droppings, including duck droppings, left on your
piers? All of this creates muck, bacteria, and unclean water
that we all use for fishing and recreation. Please think twice
before doing any of the above, remembering that how we treat
Webster Lake today will have ramifications for years to come.
Be a Good Steward and let’s leave Webster Lake a better lake for
our children and grandchildren. )

TREASURER'S REPORT
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he WLCA Board sincerely thanks all
of the residents around the lake and
the many local merchants, businesses
and organizations who have sent in dues
and special contributions to both the
Invasive Species (Weed) and Fireworks
Funds. 2015 paid membership dues from
the list of potential members solicited by
the WLCA exceeded 40%. Contributions
to the Fireworks and Invasive Species
(Weed) Funds were slightly in excess of
2014. The efforts of the WLCA Board,
and your contributions, have again
helped give us a great summer season
at Webster Lake where we have enjoyed
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the many traditions of this area and the
beauty of the lake. Efforts to improve the
condition of the lake have continued in
2015 and are already in process for the
2016 season. Weed treatment applications are very costly, and two treatments
were applied in 2015. We urge you to
support the WLCA by paying dues and
contributing to both the Invasive Species
(Weed) and the Fireworks Funds. Only
through your support of WLCA will it
be able to continue to sponsor a 4th of
July Fireworks Show and work for the
improvement of the lake for all to enjoy.
If you have not yet sent in dues and
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contributions for 2015, you may still
do so at this time by using the payment
voucher in this newsletter. The 2016 lake
season is now only seven months away,
and we hope you will favorably consider
being a member of the WLCA in 2016
and generously contributing to the
Special Funds. )
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FIREWORKS CONTRIBUTORS FOR 2015
Able Printing & Business
Services LLC
Ace Hardware of North Webster
Ace Pest Control, Inc.
American Legion Post 253
Aquatic Control
Bart's Water Sports
Bourbon Street Pizza
Clark's Marine Service
Dave's Electric, Heating &
Cooling

Dixie Sternwheeler
Fisherman's Cove
Freedom Oil LLC
Golden Mermaid
Hartley Builders LLC
Heart of the Lakes Antique Mall
Heavenly Yorkies Dog
Grooming
Joyland Trailer Park LLC
Kissinger Electric
Lake City Bank

Lakeland Spinal Health PC
Lakeview Pizza King
Link Financial Services, Ltd.
Mary Kay Cosmetics
Metcalf, Payne & Bell Plumbing
New Market (Lance's)
North Webster Lion's Club
Pier 13 Realty, Inc.
Pletcher Insurance, Inc.
Precision Wire Service
Prowake Watersports, Inc.

Re/Max Lakes Realty
Rhodes Insurance Agency
Roger's Auto Center
Strombeck Brothers, Inc.
Subway
Sue's Creations
The Lodge at North Webster
The Papers, Inc.
Tippecanoe Township
Tom's Truck Repair
Town of North Webster

WLCA SAVER CARD PROGRAM

A

ll paid WLCA members save money by shopping at many North Webster businesses. Upon receipt of payment of dues,
a Saver Card, together with a list of all participating merchants and their incentive offers, is mailed to each new member.
Shop locally and take advantage of great discounts. Please visit the WLCA website at http://www.lakewebster.net (Membership Tab) for a list of the 31 participating merchants and the incentives offered this year to WLCA members. )

Able Printing & Business Services, LLC

Guy's Lawn Care

Satori Boutique

Ace Hardware

Heart of the Lakes Antique Mall

Sock’s Marina, Inc.

Ace Pest Control

J & W Bakery

Sue’s Creations

AK Hare Company

Jill & Jennifer’s Salon of Style

Tangibles Resale and Consignment

American Legion Post 253

Judy's Deja Vu Antiques

The Java Cottage

Bart’s Water Sports

Lake City Clearance Center

Ye Olde Pub

Bourbon Street Pizza

Lions Karate

Ye Olde Tackle Box

Clark's Marine Service

Metcalf, Payne & Bell

Clayton’s Garden Center

Old Oak Miniature Golf

Custom Canvas and Awning

Owen Family Funeral Homes

Dave’s Electric, Heating & Cooling

Pilcher’s Shoes

Future Heirlooms: Custom Framing

Pizza King

Participating Merchants
and Offers are subject to
change by the Participating Merchants at any time
without notice.

WLCA MEMBERSHIP FORM

(Please return this voucher with your payment)
WLCA is classified as a 501(c)(3) organization. Your donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Name(s)________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Lake Address____________________________________________
Mailing Address_ ________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Contact Phone(s)_ _______________________________________
______________________________________________________

E-mail:____________________________
__________________________________
E-mail Statements

 Yes

 No

Membership Dues
$ 100.00		 Checks Payable to WLCA
Fireworks Fund
_______
Mail to: WLCA
Invasive Species (Weeds) _______
P.O. Box 79
TOTAL:
$_______
North Webster, IN 46555

A LOOK AT THE WLCA BOARD: DON & DAWN MEYER
Our history of being involved with WLCA began in the early
90’s when Don joined the board, which was just beginning
to evolve. Then, as now, the biggest problem was weeds.
However, the dreaded milfoil had not yet arrived nor had
the zebra mussels. Fireworks required a lot of hands-on work
from the board and were being shot off the Cove’s floating gas
pier, which was towed into the lake in front of
the town park. After the pier caught fire at 3 a.m.
one year following the show, things were moved
to Kline Island for safety. JC donated a pontoon
that Don outfitted with trash pumps to suck up
weeds from the lake surface and Tom Plew built
a weed harvester. Wives were pressed into service
to help man these machines. Before very many
years passed, Don decided he would take over
the dam keepers job also. This became his passion and involved lots more hands-on work than
today. Adjusting gates was kind of a seat- of-thepants knowledge that required experience. Then
there was the painting and oiling and repairing. The millrace
dam was operated periodically also at that time.
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was created and I delved into the world of LARE grants, which
was a new program, and obtained our initial Diagnostic Study
Grant. After that time, several more were obtained for feasibility, engineering, dredging and construction of various projects.
Becoming ever more passionate about saving our lakes for
posterity, I next took on Secchi Disk - water clarity - testing
for the Clean Lakes Program with Indiana University. Testing is done about twice per month
from May through September and results from
all lakes in Indiana are put in a yearly data base.
Once per year in July my report goes to Kent
State University in Ohio for the Great North
American Dipin - more data from the whole of
North America done by volunteers. When Prof.
Nate Bosch of Grace College started Lakes &
Streams and obtained a water testing grant for
Kosciusko County Lakes, I volunteered to take
them out on our lake to obtain water samples to
be sent for lab testing every two weeks during
the summer. Results of that study were mailed to lake property
owners earlier this year.

Eventually I joined the board as Treasurer in 2000, which position I held for 10 years. Also during that time Grant Director

After five years of not being an officer I was asked to become
Secretary which brings us to the present.

KLINE ISLAND PROTECTION PROJECT
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Kline Island is the largest island on Webster Lake. It is
undergoing severe erosion due to waves caused by wind
energy, recreation activities (boating and jet skis), and harsh
winters. The worst area is on the west side of the island, which
has been estimated to have lost 20- 25 feet of land. As it erodes,
a large amount of silt goes into the lake, along with trees and
their roots which have to be removed. Further erosion and loss
of the island, as well as the wetland, will occur unless the windward side is protected.

will disappear, as has happened with other islands in the lake.
Kline Island is used for natural habitat, the Fourth of July Fireworks, and as a recreational area.

Your lake association is working with the Indiana DNR, Tippecanoe Watershed Foundation, and the Methodist Church
Camp, and have obtained grants and money necessary to move
forward with this project. The contractor will be starting the
project early this fall. If this is not done, over time the island

LOOKING AHEAD: WLCA 2016 Calendar of Events
Saturday, July 2 ~ Annual Webster Lake Fireworks Display

(Rain Date: Sunday, July 3, at 10 p.m.) ~ Fireworks will start at approximately 10:00 p.m.

Saturday, August 13 ~ Annual Meeting/Elections
The WLCA annual meeting and elections will be held on Saturday, August 13, at 9:30 a.m. (location TBA).

Webster Lake
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