A Great Read
... Cover to Cover!
Webster Lake
Spring 2015 Newsletter
www.lakewebster.net
The President’s Corner

A

Another lake
season is fast
approaching!
As President
of your lake
association
board of directors, I’ve
been asked many questions about the
board that governs WLCA. “How is
the board set up?” “What does the
board do?” I’ll try to answer these and
a few other questions below.
WLCA is a 501 (c)(3) organization
whose mission is to represent and
cultivate the best interests of its
membership and property owners.
The purpose of WLCA is to keep the
lake clean and safe for fishing, swimming and boating, and to encourage
the property owners and members to
work together for the improvement of
the lake in order to make the region
healthful, restful and attractive.
To be on the board the person has
to be selected by the nominating
committee, be interviewed by the
committee, and then voted on at the
annual meeting. The position is for
two years and then the board member has to run again for re-election if
they want to continue to volunteer as
a board member.
According to the By Laws, there is a
President, Vice President, Secretary
Continued on page 2.

BEING A GOOD STEWARD OF OUR LAKES
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Webster/Backwater lakes are both
very shallow around the shoreline
and even out several hundred feet.
An Indiana State Boating Law states
that individuals may not operate a
motor boat within 200 feet of shore
unless leaving or approaching the
dock or shore, or as an active fisherman trolling. While within 200 feet
of shore, individuals may not operate a
motorboat at a speed other than idle
speed. This is to protect the shoreline
from erosion and also backwashing
off the seawalls, taking silt and phosphorous and mixing these into
the water. There are several “NO
WAKE” buoys placed around the
lakes and also bright orange buoys to
discourage coming too close to shore.
Yet there are still many boats pulling
skiers and jet skiers that come inside
these buoys. Please be aware that
this law is for the health and safety

of our lakes and for others that are
enjoying the water.
Any animal/bird excrement needs to
be swept up and disposed of properly
and not just pushed/blown into the
lake. This also goes for nuts, leaves,
and debris that should be taken to
the trash. All the debris that is swept
into the lakes will contribute to the
muck factor. If you employ someone
else to take care of the above jobs,
please advise them of this.
Do not throw cans, bottles, or wrappers
into the water. These items are not
bio-degradable and create an eyesore.
If you see these items floating on/in
the lakes, please remove them and
dispose of them properly.
Hopefully all of us know the above
but these are just helpful reminders of
the importance of leaving our lakes a
better place for future generations. O

WLCA 2015 Calendar of Events
Saturday, June 20

Annual Dixie Ride & Carry-in Brunch
Please join us for good food and get together with other residents of Webster
Lake. The Dixie will leave from the Dixie Park Pavilion promptly at 9:30 a.m.

Friday, July 3

Annual Webster Lake Fireworks Display
(Rain Date: Sunday, July 5, at approximately 10 p.m.)
Fireworks will start at approximately 10:00 p.m.

Saturday, August 8 ~ Annual Meeting/Elections
The WLCA annual meeting and elections will be held on
Saturday, August 8, at 9:30 a.m. at the Dixie Park Pavilion.
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WLCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

and Treasurer who serve for two years beginning in
September. There are eight committees and each board
member serves on at least two of the committees. The committees are: Audit, Dam Control, Fireworks, Nominating,
Public Relations/Membership, Safety, Water Testing and
Weed Management. One person on the committee is the
chairman and each committee requires a fair amount of
work.

Terry Frederick, President
Kevin Smith, Vice President
Dawn Meyer, Secretary
Wanda Wyrick, Treasurer
John Dabler
Ron Erb
Curtis French
Tom Jones, Jr.
Steve Kanney
Steve Kemp
Jan Osborn
Tom Plew

During the spring, summer and fall, the board meets and
the committee chairmen present the progress they are
making on a given project. The meetings last approximately
an hour and a half.

Every year money has to be raised for the funding of weed
projects, fireworks, and buoys. There are also ongoing
projects such as saving Kline Island from further erosion as
each year goes by. This comes from membership dues (we
need at least $40,000 each year). About half of the money
for the July 4th fireworks display comes from local busi- You can be confident that your board members are hardnesses and the remainder comes from members.
working, caring individuals who work as a team for the
betterment of Webster Lake. Whether you are currently
The board consists of 10 to 15 property owners--some have serving on the WLCA board or not, we can all work tobeen on the board for several years, others for just a couple. gether to do what is best for the lake and ensure that future
We have a mix of boaters, fishermen, and others who just generations will be able to enjoy Webster Lake. O
enjoy lake-living.

WEBSTER LAKE IN THE BEGINNING
Some 14,000 years ago, the great Wisconsin glacier began
to recede north through what is now the state of Indiana.
As the glacier melted the resulting kames and kettle
topography formed the geological depressions that are the
lakes and ponds that are still present today. These geological
formations were especially evident in Kosciusko County
where nearly 100 lakes remain.

early settlers. The Chestnut was an insect- and rot- resistant
wood, which made it ideal as a timber tree.
The first white men to come into the area were French
trappers but they did not settle in the area. It was not until
the 1830’s, when Andrew Jackson opened the Northwest
Territory that early settlers arrived.
In the early 1800s, the pioneers
progressing into the Northwest Territory used water for travel and power
for work. In Kosciusko County, the
Tippecanoe River was an attraction
for both and in 1837, a dam was built
on the Tippecanoe River to power
a gristmill. Even though Ephriam
Muirheid built the dam, the lake
became known as Boydston’s Lake
after Thomas Boydston purchased the

The prairie, woodland, and wetland
ecosystems were especially suited for
an abundance of all types of game.
Wild turkeys, deer, mink, muskrats, raccoons, beaver, fox, coyotes,
bald eagles, and passenger pigeons
were all indigenous to the area. This
made the area very attractive to the
early French trappers and settlers.

Hardwood forest covered the land
providing food for the wildlife. Oak, Maple, hickory, ash, gristmill in 1847.
and beech were abundant species. The American chestnut
was especially valuable as a food source for the wildlife The dam flooded five to seven kames and kettles to form
and later as timber for the building of log homes by the what is now Webster Lake. O
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2015 FIREWORKS DISPLAY CONTRIBUTIONS
100% of the funding for
our annual Fireworks Show
comes from the support of
homeowners and the North
Webster business community. That’s right, 100%. We
receive zero financial support
from any governing bodies.
In addition to purchasing the
fireworks display, site preparation, staging and permit expenses are required. Putting on
a fantastic fireworks display is a long-standing tradition here
at Webster Lake, and we strive to provide the very best show
possible with your continued generous support. 2014 contributions enabled WLCA to put on a great show last year and
pay the total cost of the show.

The Fireworks Show will be presented
on Friday, July 3, with a rain date of
Sunday, July 5. Our fireworks vendor
has long standing agreements with other
organizations to stage their shows on July 4 each year. Our
arrangement with the vendor is for the Saturday closest to
July 4 so that more of our summer residents can be at the
lake for the Fireworks Show. Also, this arrangement gives us
a larger show for a better price since shows presented on July
4 are more expensive. In case you are wondering how often
July 4 falls on a Saturday, both Bing and Google say that July
4 falling on a Saturday can happen every five or six years, but
sometimes a span of eleven years elapses before July 4 again
falls on a Saturday. O

ANNUAL DUES AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO WLCA
WLCA depends on the residents of
the Webster and Backwater Lakes area
to provide funds for its efforts to preserve and protect our Lakes and enhance
our enjoyment of them. WLCA works
closely with the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), the Tippecanoe
Environmental Lake & Watershed
Foundation, and independent vendors
to monitor water quality and aquatic
plant life and to address elements in our
watershed and environment that could
endanger the quality of our lakes. In
addition, WLCA sponsors social, recreational, and educational activities for all
lake residents. These efforts have been
vital in decisions made by the DNR
relating to our Lakes.

All contributions to the Invasive Species
Fund (Weeds) will be exclusively used
for weed control as directed by the Indiana DNR and for other conservation
efforts under the direction of the DNR.
WLCA works under the direction of the
Indiana DNR to determine the precise
amount and locations of all weed control spraying. It is NOT at the discretion
of the WLCA to choose the frequency,
type of chemical used or locations to be
treated. The Webster Lake water level
has been court ordered, and the WLCA
has the responsibility to maintain that
water level to protect Webster Lake and
other lakes upstream and downstream
from Webster Lake. WLCA inspects the
dam every few days to insure that it is

functioning properly without any break
in the earthen part of the dam from tunneling by muskrats and other animals.
A statement from the WLCA will be
mailed out in the near future for use in
sending in Membership Dues and Additional Contributions for the Invasive
Species Fund (Weeds) and Fireworks. A
pre-addressed envelope will be included
with that statement for your convenience.
Also, Membership Dues and Additional
Contributions may be mailed to WLCA
using the form printed in this newsletter.
Statements will be e-mailed to all 2014
Members indicating a preference for
e-mail delivery of annual statements. O

2015 WLCA MEMBERSHIP FORM
(Please return this voucher with your payment)

Name(s) _______________________________________
______________________________________________
Lake Address ___________________________________
Mailing Address _________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Contact Phone(s) _________________________________
Membership Dues
Fireworks Fund
Invasive Species (Weeds)

$ 100.00
$ _______
$ _______

TOTAL:

$ _______

E-mail
______________________________
E-mail Statements

 Yes

 No

Checks Payable to WLCA
Mail to: WLCA
P.O. Box 79
North Webster, IN 46555

BECOME A WLCA MEMBER, SHOW YOUR CARD AND SAVE!

B

Become a dues paying member and save big. The WLCA
is very excited to again present its Saver Card to paid members.
All paid members will have the opportunity to save money
annually by shopping at many of our local businesses. Participating businesses will offer weekly, monthly or annual
discounts to our membership from May 1, 2015, to April 30,
2016. All participating businesses and offers will be listed
on the WLCA website at http:/lakewebster.net (Membership Section). Upon receipt of your dues payment, a Saver
Card, together with a list of all participating businesses and
their incentive offers, will be mailed to you. Shop locally
and take advantage of great discounts. O

See our website for a complete listing of these North Webster area merchants and their discount offers.
Able Printing & Business
Services LLC
740 South Main Street (SR 13)
Free Gift Pack with Printing or Copy
Order over $20 (one per family
please).
Commercial Orders Excluded

Clark’s Marine Service
7498 N SR 13
5% Off Retail Priced Manitou
Pontoon and Evinrude Outboard.
10% Off Retail Priced Special Order
Manitou Pontoon and Evinrude
Outboard.

Ace Hardware
733 South Main Street (SR 13)
10% Off Each Gallon of Royal and
Clark+Kensington paints (interior
and exterior)

Clayton’s Garden Center
7185 North SR 13
10% Off on Fridays (Excluding Sale
Items)

Ace Pest Control
634 North Main Street (SR 13)
5% Off Any New Service, Plus 5%
Off if Paid By Cash or Check. Offer
Valid for New Customer or New
Service for Existing Customer.
AK Hare Company
119 North Main Street (SR 13)
$5.00 Off Full Service Color or
Highlight
10% Off All Regular Retail Items
American Legion Post 253
756 South SR 13
Every Tuesday – Buy 1 Sandwich
and Get 1 of Equal or Lesser Value
Free
Bart’s Water Sports
State Road 13 and 800 North
Buy 1 Get 1 Free Summer 4th of
July T-Shirt
Bourbon Street Pizza
643 North Main Street
Any Large 2-Topping Pizza, Breadsticks & 2 Litre for $14.99

Custom Canvas and Awnings
221 North Main Street (SR 13)
10% Off Retail Price
Dave’s Electric, Heating & Cooling
307 East Washington Street
$10.00 Off a Service Call
Future Heirlooms:
Custom Framing
119 South Main Street (SR 13)
10% Off
Guy’s Lawn Care
9 EMS W30B Lane
10% Off First Application of Fertilizer
when you sign up for a yearly lawn
treatment package.

Jill & Jennifer’s Salon of Style
225 North Main Street (SR 13)
Purchase a Conditioner and Get a
Shampoo 1/2 Off.
Purchase a Shampoo and Get a
Conditioner 1/2 Off.
Judy’s Deja Vu Antiques
Corner of SR 13 & Huntington Street
10% Off All Merchandise Over
$20.00
Lake City Clearance Center
635 North Main Street (SR 13)
5% Off Any Purchase From $400 to
$1,000.
10% Off Any Purchase Over $1,000.
Not valid with other offers.
Lions Karate
126 South Main Street (SR 13)
One Month Free Trial Including a
New Uniform for New Students
($100.00 Value)

Pizza King
405 Dixie Drive
$2.00 Off 16' Pizza. Carry-Out &
Dine-In Only (does not apply to
Delivery Orders)
Satori Boutique
627 North Main Street
10% Off All Merchandise
Sock’s Marina, Inc.
60 EMS W17 Lane
5% Discount on Winter Storage Fee
Sue’s Creations
102 South Main Street (SR 13)
Monthly WLCA Saver Card Deal
Posted in Store. All offers subject
to change without notice.
Tangibles Resale and Consignment
111 North Main Street (SR 13)
5% of Purchase to go to the
North Webster Area Food Pantry

Metcalf, Payne & Bell
219 East Camelot Lane
$10.00 Off Cost of Opening OR
Closing Your Summer Cottage.

Heart of the Lakes Antique Mall
132 North Main Street (SR 13)
10% Off Any Item $20 or More and
Paid by Cash or Check.

Owen Family Funeral Homes
State Road 13 and 500 North
15% Off Any Monument or Marker
Purchased from Owen Family
Funeral Homes & Monuments in
North Webster or Syracuse

J & W Bakery
534 South Main Street (SR 13)
A Baker’s Dozen (Buy 12 Rolls/
Donuts & Get 1 Free)

Pilcher’s Shoes
127 South Main Street (SR 13)
15% Off on Any Regular Price
product

The Java Cottage
611 South Main Street (SR 13)
Buy One Latte, Get Second Latte
Half Off (Dine In or Take Out)
Buy One Soup, Get Second Soup
Free (Dine In Only)
Buy One Slice of Pie, Get Second
Slice Free (Dine In Only)
Ye Olde Tackle Box
Mid Lake Shopping Center
708 South Main Street (SR 13)
10% Off Live Bait
Visit the WLCA website @

www.lakewebster.net

PADDLE POWER REGATTA (PPR)
The American Legion is sponsoring a Kayak fundraiser for Wounded Warriors this summer.
The Paddle Power Regatta (PPR) will be held on Webster Lake on Saturday, July 18, beginning at 2:00 p.m.
This will be a fundraiser for Kosciusko County veterans.
More details will follow in the upcoming newsletter. O
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