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The President’s Corner The Watershed Foundation

As I am wrapping 
up my time as presi-
dent of WLCA, I 
would like to reflect 
on the challenges 
the lake association 
board has faced.  
Our biggest concern 
always seems to be 
the weeds.  This 

year has been a very good year in terms 
of control of exotic weeds, thanks in part 
to the IDNR who OK’d treating 155 acres 
of milfoil, both on the lake and along 
the shoreline. WLCA was also awarded 
a LARE grant to help defray the costs 
of doing this. It takes a lot of time 
and effort to work with the IDNR, the 
Aquatic Weed Control group, and also to 
monitor the weeds in the lake using the 
Bio mapping to locate all the weed beds 
in the lake and keep an objective track of 
the amount of weeds.
Another big concern for WLCA is main-
taining the dam. It has to be kept clean 
and free of debris, along with keeping the 
level of the lake at a constant level which 
is set by the judicial system. For the safety 
of the lake, the association has to strategi-
cally set out buoys and constantly look for 
potential problems and be proactive in 
the safety concerns of the boaters, swim-
mers, and fishermen.  
Once a week during the summer months, 
a WLCA board member takes Grace College 
students from the Center for Lakes and 
Streams out on the lake to measure the 
nitrogen, phosphorus, oxygen, algae for 
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The Tippecanoe [River] Watershed 
Foundation (TWF), recently renamed The 
Watershed Foundation, was created in 
1997 by a group of lake home owners con-
cerned about water quality issues.  One 
of the founding members was WLCA 
board member, Dawn Myers, who has 
been a homeowner on Webster Lake for 
over twenty-five years.  

TWF was created to protect and improve 
water quality in the more than 50 lakes 
and streams including Backwater and 
Webster Lakes which flow into the 
Tippecanoe, Wabash, Ohio, and Mis-
sissippi Rivers and then into the Gulf 
of Mexico.  The headwaters begin near 
Crooked Lake in Whitley County, and 
the watershed acts as a funnel for runoff 
into our lakes and streams.  This unique 
area is full of amazing water resources 
and rich farmland.

The Foundation focuses on stopping 
pollution at its source (on the land) before 
it reaches our waters. TWF spends a lot 
of time locating problem areas and then 
talking to landowners about ways to 
protect our water quality.  Since seventy-
five percent of the land in the watershed 
is agricultural, TWF often works with 
farmers. Agricultural solutions include 
planting cover crops in the fall, utilizing 
no-till farming and reducing the phos-
phorus, nitrogen and manure applied 
on farmland. Residential solutions in-
clude phosphorus-free lawn fertilizer, 
maintaining septic systems, not feeding 
waterfowl, and installing healthy shore-
lines. The results are fewer chemicals, silt 

and E. coli flowing into our lakes – which 
leads to a reduction in the algae and exotic 
weeds that turn into the silt that fills in 
our lake bottoms. These are just some of 
the water quality improvement projects 
that TWF is constantly working on.

These projects have long-term benefits 
for the landowners and our community. 
Farmers are improving their soil health 
and gaining better crop production with 
less cost. Residents are learning more 
about conservation and how they can 
help make a difference from educational 
programs sponsored by TWF.  Studies 
over the past several years have demon-
strated an overall improvement in the 
water quality of the streams feeding our 
lakes.  

To learn more about TWF, visit their 
website at www.watershedfoundation.org. 
If you want to leave your lake a better 
place for future generations, consider 
contributing to TWF.  Your financial support 
goes toward helping protect and improve 
the water quality in Backwater/Webster 
Lakes.  The Webster Lake Conservation 
Association works very closely with TWF 
to ensure that we keep improving our 
lake water quality each year.



toxins and clarity. This is to insure that the lake is safe for swim-
ming, fishing, and overall use of the lake.  
For the WLCA to sponsor the fireworks display each year, board 
members have to start almost immediately after the previous 
July 4th to decide on what night of the following year to have the 
festivities, get contracts signed, and also start pulling permits 
and getting permission to have the fireworks show. The board 
members, along with the professional fireworks team, always 
manage to put on a spectacular show.
The lake association board also has to keep current with addresses 
and changes in homeownership around the lake for mailing 
purposes and for contact information.  
This takes a lot of time and effort. Local businesses must also be 
contacted to join the Saver Card program. WLCA is dependent 
on homeowners paying their membership dues and helping 
with the costs incurred for weed control and the annual fire-
works display. This is accomplished by sending mailings out for 
membership each year.

TREASURER'S REPORT
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With fall fast approaching and the leaves starting to come 
down, it is time to think about how we dispose of various 

types of trash and debris. What are we putting into our lake?  
Do you, your neighbors, or your lawn service rake or blow your 
leaves or grass clippings into Webster Lake? When you fish, do 
you dump live bait or bait boxes and contents into the lake?  
Do you push floating weeds back into the lake or into your 
next door neighbor’s lakefront? What about emptying your 

flower pots and dead blossoms into the lake? What do you do 
with animal droppings, including duck droppings, left on your 
piers? All of this creates muck, bacteria, and unclean water 
that we all use for fishing and recreation. Please think twice 
before doing any of the above, remembering that how we treat 
Webster Lake today will have ramifications for years to come.  
Be a Good Steward and let’s leave Webster Lake a better lake for 
our children and grandchildren.  ) 

WLCA has prepared an inventory of 
the total number of houses along 

the shores of Webster and Backwater Lakes 
as well as on the islands and channels.   There 
are 355 houses along the shore of Webster Lake, 
53 along the shore of Webster Bay, 133 
houses on the channels and 23 on islands 
making a total of 564 houses on Webster 
Lake. Forty-eight houses are along the 
shore of Backwater Lake.  In addition to 
these properties, the WLCA newsletters 
are sent to property owners in Epworth 
Forest and other neighborhoods around 
the lake. 2014 and 2015 paid membership 
dues from the list of potential members 
solicited by the WLCA exceeded 40%.  
Dues payments this year to date are slightly 
behind that percentage.   

Weed treatment application expenses this 
year total $62,738.75 with grant moneys 
received from the Indiana LARE program 
paying $30,428 of those expenses. This 

was a very generous LARE grant this year 
and cannot be counted on for next year. In 
addition to the net amount of $32,210.75 
paid by WLCA for weed treatment appli-
cation, WLCA’s expenses for the scientific 
data needed to effectively request permits 
for weed treatment will exceed $6,500 this 
year.  This amount does include $1,500 for 
the purchase of Lowrance equipment for 
use by volunteers in mapping the weed 
coverage in the lake. Significant monetary 
savings have been, and will continue to 
be, realized by purchasing this equipment 
and using volunteers to prepare these 
reports rather than contracting with a pri-
vate vendor to map the lake. These reports 
are provided to both the Indiana DNR 
and Aquatic Control (the vendor used by 
WLCA). Members of the WLCA Weed 
Committee believe that the extensive sci-
entific data collected by WLCA over the 
past several years has been significant in 
obtaining both permits for weed treatment 

applications and grant money during 2016. 
Weed treatment is expensive! WLCA 
needs financial support from 100% of the 
residents along and near the lakes to con-
tinue these efforts.  

The WLCA Board sincerely thanks all of 
the residents around the lakes and the 
many local merchants, businesses and 
organizations who have sent in dues and 
special contributions to both the Invasive 
Species (Weed) and Fireworks Funds for 
2016.   If you have not yet sent in dues and 
contributions for 2016 or wish to make 
an additional contribution to the Invasive 
Species (Weed) Fund, you may still do so 
at this time by using the payment voucher 
in this newsletter.   The efforts of WLCA 
must be financially supported by the 
residents of the lake area in order for it to 
continue this work.)
Wanda Wyrick - Treasurer

President's Corner    Continued from front page.

Three newsletters are sent out each year to all residents of 
Webster/Backwater lakes to keep them informed of what is going 
on with the lakes. 
None of this would be possible if it were not for the volunteers 
who work tirelessly to make all of the above happen.  And, of 
course, it is only through your generous support of the WLCA 
that we can continue to provide a safe and enjoyable lake 
environment. Thank you to the WLCA board members who I 
have had the pleasure to work with these past years that I have 
served as president. Next time you see one of them, thank him 
or her for a job well done.)
Terry Frederick—President of WLCA
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FIREWORKS CONTRIBUTORS FOR 2016

A+ Sign Graphics
Able Printing & Business Svcs.,
     LLC
Ace Hardware of North Webster
Ace Pest Control, Inc.
American Legion Post 253
Bart's Water Sports
Bourbon Street Pizza
Chematics, Inc.
Clark's Marine Service
Dave's Electric, Heating & 
      Cooling
Dixie Haven

Dixie Sternwheeler
Epworth Forest Conference
     Center
Fisherman's Cove
Freedom Oil LLC
Golden Mermaid
Hartley Builders LLC
Joyland Trailer Park LLC
Judy’s Deja Vu Antiques
Key Bank
Lake City Bank
Lakeland Pier
Lakeland Spinal Health PC

Lakeview Pizza King
Link Financial Services, Ltd.
Mary Kay Cosmetics
Metcalf, Payne & Bell Plumbing
New Market (Lance's)
North Webster Fire Department
North Webster Lion's Club
North Webster-Tippecanoe 
    Twp. Chamber of Commerce
Owen Family Funeral Homes
Pier 13 Realty, Inc.
Precision Wire Service
Re/Max Lakes Realty

Rhodes Insurance Agency
Roger's Auto Center
Sock’s Marina
Strombeck Brothers, Inc.
Subway
Sue's Creations
The Carriage Shoppe
The Lodge at North Webster
The Papers, Inc.
Todd Realty of North Webster
Tom's Truck Repair
Town of North Webster
WaterWorks Lake Services, LLC

All paid WLCA members save money by shopping at many North Webster businesses. Upon receipt of payment of dues, a 
Saver Card, together with a list of all participating merchants and their incentive offers, is mailed to each member.  Shop 

locally and take advantage of great discounts. Please visit the WLCA website at http://www.lakewebster.net (Membership 
Tab) for a list of the 29 participating merchants and the incentives offered this year to WLCA members.  )

WLCA SAVER CARD PROGRAM

Able Printing & Business Services LLC
Ace Hardware
Ace Pest Control
Adrift BBQ
American Legion Post 253
Bart’s Water Sports
Bourbon Street Pizza
Clark’s Marine Service
Clayton’s Garden Center
Custom Canvas and Awnings
Dave’s Electric, Heating & Cooling
Elliott's Tree Care LLC
Future Heirlooms

Fuzzy's HideAway
Guy’s Lawn Care
Heart of the Lakes Antique Mall
J & W Bakery
Jill & Jennifer’s Salon of Style
Lions Karate
Metcalf, Payne & Bell
Owen Family Funeral Homes
Pilcher’s Shoes 
Pizza King
Satori Boutique
Sock’s Marina, Inc.
Sue’s Creations

Tangibles Resale and Consignment
WaterWorks Lake Services LLC
Ye Olde Tackle Box

Participating Merchants and 
Offers are subject to change by 
the Participating Merchants at 

any time without notice.
 

 
2016 WLCA MEMBERSHIP FORM 

(Please return this voucher with your payment) 
 

Name(s) ______________________________________________  
 _____________________________________________________ 
Lake Address _________________________________________ 
Mailing Address  _______________________________________   
_________________________________________________________________ 
Contact Phone(s) _______________________________________ 
 
Membership Dues                  $     100.00 
Fireworks Fund                      $  _______  
Invasive Species (Weeds)       $  _______  
 
TOTAL:                                   $ _______                                         
 

 
E-mail Address 
__________________________________ 
 
 

E-mail Statements       Yes      No 
 
 
 
Checks Payable to WLCA                                            
 
Mail to:   WLCA 
                    P.O. Box 79 
                North Webster, IN 46555   
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THE VALUE OF OUR LAKES

CANADA GEESE:  FRIEND OR FOE?

LOOKING AHEAD:  WLCA 2017 Calendar of Events

Saturday, July 1 ~ Annual Webster Lake Fireworks Display 
Fireworks will start at approximately 10:00 p.m.  ~  (Rain Date:  Sunday, July 2, at 10 p.m.)                                    

Saturday, August 12  ~ Annual Meeting/Elections
The WLCA annual meeting and elections will be held on Saturday, August 12, at 9:30 a.m. (location TBA).

Each year it seems we get more Canada geese and Mallard 
ducks on our lakes.  The ducks are indigenous to our Indiana 
Lakes, whereas the geese are not.  The geese used to touch down 
on the lakes on their way south, but now many have nested 
here and made their homes on and around any area with water, 
including ponds and golf courses.  Geese flock to freshly cut 
lawns that have been mowed, along with lake piers which is 
where they drop their waste.  A question that always comes up 
is: How do we stop this and what can we do with the increasing 
population of the geese in our area? 
Here are a couple of tips to help with the problem:  
•  Do not feed the geese or let your grandchildren feed them
• Plant a strip of flowers or other vegetation along the water’s 
edge which will stop the geese from coming out of the water 
onto your yard

The geese make their nests in areas close to yards. If you have 
a nest next spring in your yard, you can apply for a permit to 
shake and then oil the eggs and put them back into the nest so 
they will not hatch. You can obtain a permit from:
epermits.fws.gov/ercgr/.  

This spring, the Center for Lakes & Streams completed a 
study profiling the economic impact of the lakes in Kosciusko 
County. The study conservatively estimated the total value of 
Kosciusko County lakes to be approximately $313 million 
annually.

Understanding the economic value of local waterways, such as 
Webster Lake, can assist us in protecting our lakes into the future. 
With more than 100 lakes in Kosciusko County, local water 
resources are a huge economic driver in our communities. 

The center found that lake-specific businesses, or those which 
directly benefit from the presence of lakes, generate approxi-
mately $150,722,000 annually as a result of the presence of 
lakes in Kosciusko County. Boat sales, boat manufacturing, 
and marinas had the largest total revenues of the lake-specific 
industry categories. Whereas, lake-related businesses, or 
those which indirectly benefit from the presence of lakes, gen-
erate approximately $147,661,000 annually from the presence 
of lakes in Kosciusko County. Businesses in this category 
include auto and gas, food and dining, and construction. 

Property tax revenues generated by lakes in Kosciusko County 
were also found to be $15 million annually. This data was also 
added to the total lake economic impact calculations.

A positive or negative shift in the water quality of local lakes 
could enhance or severely harm the businesses that are located 
around them. Utilizing studies conducted in Ohio, the Center 
for Lakes & Streams estimated that an improvement in lake 
quality could increase the economic value of local lakes by as 
much as 5 percent, or approximately $10.5 million annually. Con-
versely, a decline in lake quality could result in an economic 
decline of 40 percent, or approximately $84 million annually 
in Kosciusko County.

In other words, a decline in local lake quality and health may 
directly result in a decline in the local economy. The value of our 
lakes extends even beyond the health of humans and wildlife; 
it affects our local economic health as well. For this reason, the 
Center for Lakes & Streams focuses on research to monitor 
lake health, education to teach children and the community 
about the value of our local lakes, and collaboration with local 
partners, like Webster Lake Conservation Association, to guide 
efforts in making our lakes cleaner for future generations. 

-Madisson Heinl, Communications Specialist
 Center for Lakes & Streams     


